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1. LEARNING & TEACHING 

NEW MODULES 

We have a great selection of new modules this year.  

Dr Erica Bexley is running a new Year 2-3 module on Roman Love Poetry this semester. 

Students taking the module get to study an exciting mix of poems by Catullus, Tibullus, 

Propertius, and Ovid.  

Dr Stephen Harrison taught a module on Alexander last semester, for which students wrote 

film scripts – watch this space, as some of their best work will be published in our student 

journal Clasuron! 

Dr Evelien Bracke taught a Year 3 module on Classics in Popular Culture last semester. 

Students said the module gave them so much inspiration after each lecture that their heads 

hurt! Assessment included blog posts, and you can find a number of them in Clasuron (click 

on the titles to go to the specific page): 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest newsletter for Classics, Ancient History, and Egyptology at Swansea 
University, in which we would like to draw your attention to recent events, activities, and 
publications which have involved members of our staff and students. If you have any 
questions or would like any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch!  
 

 Kelley Bennett on ‘Manner maketh the man: Displays of masculinity in Plebs’ 

 Adam Smith on ‘Charon doesn’t have a great job, but he Styx with it – the 

representation of Charon in O’Connor’s graphic novel Hades’ 

 Sarah Hartill on ‘Persephone: a coming-of-age story in O’Connor’s Hades’ 

 Charlie Wade on ‘The devil you thought you knew: Hades in Once Upon a Time’ 

 Becky Elms on ‘Politicians ancient and modern in Plebs’ 

https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=536
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=586
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=586
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=560
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=568
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=597
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UNUSUAL ASSESSMENT 
 
For the Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Archaeology module (Year 2), students have been 

exploring the lifecycle of objects, and you can find some of their work here.  

 

Dr Szpakowska’s Ancient Egyptian Demonology 

project allows students to engage with her research 

through a module (Supernatural Beings and Demons of 

Ancient Egypt) and research support: 

https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=540. 

 

Dr Maria Pretzler is taking students to Greece for this 

year’s Study Trip module. Students will have the 

opportunity to deliver a presentation at actual sites as 

part of the assessment. 

 

As part of the Literacy through Classics project, students create Latin, Greek, or ancient 

history lessons for school pupils as volunteers or through the Teaching Work Placement 

Module. Charlie Rivers has blogged about why he teaches Latin in a primary school (hint: it 

involves hummus) and Silke Davison about teaching Latin in a comprehensive.  

 A lot of our students who 

take part in the project go on to 

become school teachers. Michael 

Hayward is currently teaching 

ancient Greek in a comprehensive 

school, and you can read about his 

experience here. 

 
 

2. RESEARCH 

Clasuron: student research 

We strongly believe that the notion of research should be instilled from the first year of 

university. And so our student research journal Clasuron leads the way in allowing students 

to publish their outstanding essays for the general public. The journal is edited by a group of 

students in cooperation with Dr Evelien Bracke 

The first issue was rather special, as it brought together assessments for the Year 2 Creative 

Project module, run by Dr Ian Repath. The issue is entitled ‘Reception in action: Student 

Projects about the Ancient World’. 

The second issue focused on Dr Erica Bexley’s module Roman Theatre and Spectacle and 

has two outstanding essays on that topic. You can read it here. 

http://www.egypt.swan.ac.uk/the-collection-2/undergraduate-object-lifecycle-project/
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=540
http://www.literacythroughclassics.weebly.com/
http://literacythroughclassics.weebly.com/blog/making-hummus
http://literacythroughclassics.weebly.com/blog/being-a-teacher
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=529
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Clasuron-June-2016-Final-Edition-2.pdf
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Clasuron-June-2016-Final-Edition-2.pdf
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Clasuron-issue-2.pdf


3 
 

Staff research 

Our staff have been busy with research this year! Alongside Kyknos, the Centre for Narrative 

Literatures of the Ancient World, our Department now has a new Egyptology research 

group, called Interpreting Egypt’s Past in Wales and the World. You can find out about all 

their events on their website.  

Dr Evelien Bracke’s research project on 

‘Classics in Wales between pupil and policy’ 

received the Swansea University Research 

and Impact award for Outstanding 

Contribution to Public Engagement. Evelien 

chairs the Cymru Wales Classics Hub which 

just had its second annual conference and 

first teacher training weekend.  

Congratulations to Dr Nigel Pollard on his 

role in the creation of the new UK Cultural 

Property Act, which aims to protect cultural heritage during war time. You can read his blog 

on the subject. 

For Dr Erica Bexley, 2016 yielded a bumper crop of publications: a chapter titled 'Doubtful 

Certainties: The Politics of Reading in Seneca's Oedipus' for an edited volume on Wordplay 

and Powerplay in Latin Poetry; an article on 'Recognition and the Character of Seneca's 

Medea’ for the Cambridge Classical Journal; and a short, entertaining piece 'Revenge Served 

Hot: Seneca's Thyestes' for Omnibus issue 71. 

Topical blogs were also written by Professor Mark Humphries on the topic of St Valentine, 

by Dr Nigel Pollard on the looting of Syrian monuments (for the BBC), and by Dr Evelien 

Bracke on Classics and Halloween. 

 

3. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Our Department takes a proactive role in working together with local 
communities to increase access to the ancient world.  
 
The Egypt Centre is currently running an exhibition in the Taliesin on 
Photography and Egyptology. You can find YouTube videos featuring our 
student volunteers here. Our students are also volunteering in other 
areas, for example in the Miners’ Library. Third-year Silke Davison 
recently blogged about her volunteering experience. 
 
Our fourth Classics Schools’ Day will take place on the 16th March with more than 80 
secondary school pupils in attendance. More on this soon! We also have a schools’ 
competition on ‘the environment in antiquity’. 

http://kyknos.swan.ac.uk/
http://kyknos.swan.ac.uk/
https://inepww.wordpress.com/
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=526
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=526
https://storify.com/nimuevelien/teaching-classics-in-wales-annual-cymru-wales-clas?utm_campaign=website&utm_source=email&utm_medium=email
http://cymruwalesclassicshub.weebly.com/blog/reflections-on-the-cwch-teacher-training-weekend
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=617
https://projects.swan.ac.uk/ancient-world/?p=594
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-west-wales-38496928
https://theconversation.com/how-the-ancient-world-invoked-the-dead-to-help-the-living-67519
http://egyptcentre.blogspot.co.uk/2017/02/photography-and-egyptology.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/EgyptCentreSwansea
https://minerssite.wordpress.com/2017/02/16/my-experience-volunteering-at-the-south-wales-miners-library-so-far/
http://swwclassicalassociation.weebly.com/schools-competition.html
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-dCVn89JEf-A/WJrmck538jI/AAAAAAAAAqI/LwT28Gg8OKk0Ul5cYZO_bLBtfGHrR52SgCLcB/s1600/AC+Egyption+Doll+%28alan+cousins+collaboration+with+HuwDale+Photgraphy%29.jpg
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4. IN OTHER NEWS... 

 
Congratulations to our cohort of MA 
students graduating in January 
2017. Good luck in your jobs and 
further education! 
 
From 23rd July till 5th August, we are 
running our third Swansea Summer 
School in Ancient Languages, at 
which you can study Latin, Greek, 
and Hieroglyphs. We have bursaries 
available and you can register 
online. 
 
 

 

We hope you enjoyed this newsletter! If you have news you would like to be included in the 

next issue, please email e.bracke@swansea.ac.uk.  

 

The Department of Classics, Ancient History and Egyptology 

 

  

 

 
 

 
Click on the icons to go to our Department’s Facebook page, twitter feed, blog, or student journal 

 

 

http://www.swansea.ac.uk/classics/summerschoolinancientlanguages/
mailto:e.bracke@swansea.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/Clasuronjournal
http://www.ancient-world.swansea.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/SUAncientWorld
https://www.facebook.com/SUAncientWorld/

